
* hohekt a»b»tio*o,

mmi

BMLl. W", . ' . » !.»...

of Uxi^reM)
«ttnir

Club* vui *# /1M »uk<^ .« /.!

, c<n»«" of tfc« uAIL V, ("»

r,,t eo(H<w of lh« cf KM I WEKKLY,
fU

"

T«» cot**' of tic "

L.I IlKUT V , THE UNION, AND THE CONST1TI TION.»

CITY OF WASHINGTON. FRIDAY MORNING. JANUARY 7. 1853.

NIMBKK 9146.

to orR mi lisciiBim

Tit mim of i»o |Mm»u will be euttKNl «pvat .ui

pmjmfmt ol ibm .ub#cnj>uo« b* made iu adv*»ce.
Distant «uUicrlb«ii m«y lorvtuid ui tuuite/ by yvmU^m u®

wblcb will be paid by us, and ail risk fcMuuied by uiiHivMla >um/

Tbe COUNT1Y FAtLH is publiaJtel triweekly dunn* (be e*s
Ol Coitgicea, tMid atuii Wcclii) datum Uj« rt>ce«c.

tiubacf1pllon« l«»/ A period !«:.¦ U»«u ft >c*i will be received us

terms proportioned to lire above auuuaJ rales.

(A/- FOB 1 >1 Ad ThKrt are authorised to act ma our ageuis and, bjr
*etiding us riva DAILY subeeribeHV, w ltli ijkH) eucioeed or nva

tSKMI WttMLY eubecribere, will. eucluscd ; Of riva WttKLr
ouh»< riber», will* $H» enclosed, will be rmilled to one copy ol ibo
.anit edition aa they tumuli u» »ub»ciibera tor, gratis.

IS ClINtiKESS OK Til E II. STATES
Tliirty-second I'ounreat.Scvoud Mesalou.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY ft, lb53.
[IN continuation )

SENATE.
I.OMI-CMtAtiON TO Mk MJuHi WiCI KLIt

Mr. HUSK. Mr President, I laid a resolution on the
Utile some tell or twelve days a%o, anil 1 should be very
>laJ I" l'*ve 11 "(,w ft1*"" ul' a"« »ct«d U|'Wit
The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consideration

of the following lesolutiun :

Kuotveii, That the Hon D.ivid Meriwether, late a mem*

bsr ul ill" Senate trom the Stale ol Kentucky, he |iald hit
mileage and per diein up tu the 20th day ol December in¬
clusive.
Mr HAI-E I wish to inquire, as a question of order,

if three several readings are not necessary, the same a-.il
it was a joint resolution, since it makes uu appropriation
of money .'
The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that it does

require three several readings That has been the decis¬
ion heretofore.
The resolution was then read a second and third time*,

and the question was staled to be on its passage.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I think 1 under¬

stood the honorable senator Ironi Tex.is, [Mr. Rusk,]
when he orfered that resolution, to say that he ollered it
without any consultation whatever with my late col¬
league, Mr. Meriwether, but that he had done so merely
upon his own motion.
Mr. Rl)>K, (in his seat.) That is correct.
Mr. UNDERWOOD, lhuve had no conversation upon

the subject with Mr. Meriwether myself, in any way.
I tine now for the purpose of mating that, unless I could
be assured that Mr. Meriwether had authorized the a|>-
plication, 1, for one, could not vote for it. I do it upon
the ground, sir, that unless there was u controversy, and
one which is acknowledged, there is no precedent for
paying under such circumstances, and we ought not to
set a new one. 1 was a member of Congress when the
first precedent was set upon this subject, and I voted
against it, and if it were now a new question I would
vote against it in every case. The first case of the kind
which was ever before us was the case of Moore and
Letcher, of the Slate of Kentucky. 1 made a speech
against the allowance of pay and mileage in that case to
tbe contestant. I want to place all the»e contests for
seats here upon the same ground with other contests, and
make the individual enter upon the contest at his own
responsibility, risking all the consequences. That was

the practice ol the House of Representatives from the
foundation of the government, so lar as my investigations
have extended, down to the case of Moore and Letcher,
when the case was decided against my opinion aud against
my vote 1 have ever since that lime acquiesced, with¬
out opening my mouth, it) the decision of cases according
lo that precedent. It was followed up after that time by
the Senate. 1 think there was uo case before that time
in the Senate which settled the precedent. That is my
opiuion, although I am not perfectly certain, as 1 have
not investigated the proceedings in the Seriate, as I did, at
the time when that case occurred, the proceedings in the
other branch of Congress. I think that since that oc¬
curred it has been "followed in both branches of Con¬
gress.
Now, this is an enlargement upon that precedent, and

one which I arn not willing to make unless there was an

avowed controversy between Mr. Meriwether and Mr.
Dixon. If the controversy had been avowed upon the
tart of Mr. Meriwether, then, sir, tbe precedent would
have justified the allowance; but there being no such
controversy, I cannot vote lor it.
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I was in hopes this

resolution would have passed unanimously. No one was
more clearly satisbed in his own mind that Mr. Meri¬
wether was not entitled to the seat claimed here, not by
htm but lor him, than I was. But at the same time, it is
due to him, and ii is due to truth and justice, to say that
the question which was raised upon that seat was a new

question, for which there was no precedent, and that
some of the most distinguished senators upon this floor
were of the opinion that Mr. Meriwether was entitled to
tbe seat claimed by Mr. Dixon. 1 think that we should
hive had much greater difficulty in securing the seitto
Mr. Dixon if Mr. Meriwether had appeared here and
claimed it 1, therefore, am grateful to him and to his
political friends in ibis £ody, that they should have re-
lieved the question iron trial difficulty una embarrass¬
ment. They met it iu a spirit ol generosity ; they met
it in a spirit of justice and magnanimity ; and tlie ma¬
jority ol ilie body, agreeing with him in political aenti-
mam, yielded to the conviction* of the minority, and
gave the seat tw Mr. Dixon. I wan certainly in hopes
tbatas there wm nothing new in the circumstances con¬
nected with this case, except the fact of delicacy on the
part of Mr. Meriwether that he has not appeared in pub¬
lic claiming the seat, but has been standing back while
some members of the Senate have maintained the ques¬
tion in bis behalf.as there is nothing but this to sepa-
rue the cane from other precedents, 1 was in hopes that
we should at once pass this resolution,and give the com¬

pensation that is asked.
Mr. BADGER. I concur, Mr. President, in the view

taken of this subject by the honorable senator from New
York. The case is one in which, however clear indi¬
vidual senators may have been in their own opinion in
regard to the particular questions which arose respecting
tlnn seat of Mr. Meriwether in the Senate, there was un¬

doubtedly a large division among the several rc*|>ective
senators. It must, therefore, at all events, be considered
as having benn, before the decision of the Senate, a case
of doubt. It seeois to me, however, in this case, that the
circumstance that the gentleman whose seat was claimed
lor him by his friends did not himself interpose any claim,
but waited auietly until the question should be adjudica¬
ted by the Senate, so far from furnishing a reason why
tbis appropriation for his benefit should not be made,
sirengthens the case in bis favor, and is the very reason

why tbia should be done by the Senate, and done
promptly.Mr. lOUCKY. I would submit to the honorable sena¬
tor from Kentucky that his objection resolves itself into
this: that if a gentleman conducts himself with great
delicacy he is not to be paid according to the usual cae-
iom ol the Senate; but if, on 'he other hand, he cornea
forward and presses bis own claim with ardor and perse¬
verance, he is then entitled to the compensation. Now,
in this present controversy, Mr Meriwether certainly con¬

ducted himself with unusual delicacy and reserve. 1 think 1
may sajr that so far asl have any knowledge on the sub¬
let!, he never approached an individual member of the
.Vnate, and I have no knowledge of his intimating a

wish on the subject. So far from not making the usual
allowance to him, tbis is, iu iny mind, an additional rea¬

son why we should do ao. But, it 1 rightly understand
the course of the debate, the question turned upon prece¬
dents, apparently in opposition to the language of the
constitution, and on which there was a very considerable
diversity of sentiment. I agree, therefore, with the hon¬
orable senators from North Carolina and from New
York in the hope that this may pass without opposition in
any quarter.

Mr. BRIGHT. It is due to the late senator from Ken¬
tucky to say that not only did be not claim the contested
seat here, but he does not claim the com(>ensation. He
leavee the question of compensation, as he left the ques¬
tion ot the right to take the seat, with the Senate He
came here at the opening of the session under the impres¬
sion that he was consiituiionally entitled to the place.
Me came under the counsel and advice of distinguished
lawyers in the country, and of distinguished senators in
this body, who entertained honestly ibe conviction that
he wm entitled to the plate The Senate have ruled oth¬
erwise. He was salaried with the decision He eets up
no claim whatever to the compensation I understood
the honorable senator from i'exas [Mr Rusk] to say that
he introduced th<s resolution without the knowledge, ami
of course without the consent, of Mr. Meriwether I
have aaid this merely for the purpose of letting the Sen¬
ate and the country know that be sets up no claim what-
ever to the compensation.

Mr. RUSK One word, sir. VVhen f introduced this
resolution it was without consultation, either Willi Mr.
Meriwether, or with any ol his friends, or wiih any
senator who voted in favor of his retaining the seat
here Aa I stated upon a former occasion, when bis cre¬
dentials were presented, the opinion was expressed that
kiewa*a senator from the State of Kentucky until the
nextmeeting of the, legislature. That waa expressed in

vanousquarters that entitled it to the highest res|>ert At
that time no decision wss made upon the question. Every¬body understood then that the question would he raised ;
we were so notified by the senator from California,
I Mr Gwin ] It was understood all over the chamber
'hat the question would he raised at this session between
the conflicting titles to the m<hi At this session Mr.
Meriweiher came here, as I think he ought to have
come There was to he a controversy.eveiybody was
notified of tbat.as to the right of Mr. Dixon and of Mr
Meriwether, without the procurement of Mr. M«i>-
wether Under such circumstances I think he was
bound to come here; because, if the decision of the Sen

He had been in favor of his unlit to the seal, he would
have been the senator from Kentucky, and if absent, he
would to some extent have neglected the duty imposed
upon him by his commission. He Ciine here quietly.
Previous to that time I was upon terms of friendship,
kindness, and intimacy with hint but »o far a* I have
now seen him. he has Vety modestly retired frum about
the Senate and from mingling; with members so that
during the whole lime the question was pending 1 do not
think I saw him half a dozen timer Under the circum¬
stances 1 think his coming h.«re was under a plain sense
of duty, and that his conduct here was commendable.
I think that, under the circumstances, lie is justly and
fairly entitled to the compensation. 1 introduced the res¬
olution without consultation with hun or any of his
friends ; and ait Cb, 1 have only this morning consulted
two of his friends in this chamber. When 1 intro¬
duced the resolution it was objected to by the sena¬
tors from Indiana and California; and I have only con¬
sulted them this morning to ascertain what course theyintended to pursue, as I wished to call up the resolu¬
tion, and not leave it longer to sleep upon the table.

Mr. MANGUM. I hope the resolution will pass 1
have as clear and decided an opinion upon this subject as
any member of the Senate; bull And other gentlemen
quite as intelligent, or more so, entei taining opinions di-
rectly opposite to my own And, sir, 1 must say that,
very much to my astonishment, one of the most intelli¬
gent wings of the southern country, conversing with me
during the pending of this case, expressed the opinion to
me privately that tie thought it was us clear a case as
was ever presented, in lavor of the gentleman who
lost his seat To lib sure, 1 was surprised. I look
upon it Us upon all other quesUons where there
is no essential difference of opinion. I trust that the
Senate will purt-ue the course which it lias been usual
to pursue in all time, and I trust this resolution will pass
with great unanimity, i shall vote for it.
The question being taken upon the resolution, it was

passed.
MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION.

Mr WELLER. I ask the Senate to proceed to the
consideration of the resolution I offered yesterday, in re¬
lation to the Mexican boundary commission. I have so
modified it that it will not be objected to, and it will give
rive to no debate.
The resolution was read, as follows
HaolvtJ, That the President of the Uniled Slates be re¬

quested to inlorm the Senate whether the boundary line
between the United States and Mexico has been fully run
out and established ; and it not, whether the cOinmistnon
has expired for the want of a coimnistioncr and surveyor
upon the part of this uovernment.
The motion was agreed tn.
The question being taken upon the resolution, it was

agreed tr.
KET1RKD LIST.

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the Senate proceeded to
the consideration, as in committee of the whole, of Sen¬
ate bill No. 04, to increase the efficiency of the army by
a retired list for disabled officers.
Mr SHIELDS, f will state that this is a bill of great

importance both to the army and the navy ; and as it has
failed on previous occasions for the want of time, it is
my desire that it shall be acted ujion as early as pos¬sible, in order that the House may act upon it at this ses¬
sion. 1 have an amendment which I now offer as a sub*
stitute for the bill, including the navy, and putting all
upon the same footing.
The amendment Was read and agreed to, as follows
Sirilea out oil alter the enacting ulaute, unci insert:
Thai if any commissioned officer of the army, navy, or

of the marine corps, fha!l have become incapable ol per-
forming the duties ol hit office by reason of age, wound-, or
disease incurred in the service of the United Slates, he
shall bo placed upon a retired list, and retired from ihe aer-
vice, with the pay proper ol Ins rank, und with the service
ration to which he is entitled at the time, but without anyoiber allowance to which ha might be entitled if he con-
tinned in the service, either in the line or staff; and the
oiiicer next in the line of promotion, who is physically effi¬
cient, shall be promoted to the place of the retired officer,
with ihe rations and emoluments apperiainu g thereto, hut
shall con mue to receive the pay proper of ttie grade from
which he was promoted until an actual vacancy shall hap¬
pen, to which he may succeed, accoiding to lbs hiretolore
established laws of the service; and the same rule of pro¬
motion, pay, and allowances shall be applied successively
to the vacancies and promotions consequent upon the re¬
tirement of an officer as herein provided.

Skc. i And bt it furthtr minted, That, to carry out the
provisions ol this act, any officer of the army, navy, or
marine corps, who may have been inc pacilated as herein
recitcd, and who shail voluntarily apply to he retired from
active service, or, on being ordered to perforin the dunes
appropriate to bis commission, shall report himself unable
to comply with such or'er, or when any officer, in the judg¬
ment of the President, shall have become in any way in

capacitated for the peiformance of the duties ol his office,
the President of ihe United ."Stales, at lilt discretion, shall
dweel ihe Secretary of War, in case of the army, and
the Secretary ol the Navy, 111 case ol the navy or marine
corps, to rel<r the case of such officer, if an oiiicer of the
aimy, to an army board, and if an officer of the navy |j a

navy board, to be composed of not less than three, nor
more than seven commissioned officers, to be detailed from
th»*c of superior rank to him whose case is under consid¬
eration, a* far as his grade and ihe interest of the service
will prrmit; aud the said board shall determine upon the
case referred to them, and their opinion thereon, with the
record of ihe proeeedings, shall b« transmitted to the Sec¬
retary ol War, or Secretary ol the Navy, as tho case may
be, to be laid belore the President of the United States
tor his approval or disapproval ; and il la the judgment of
the board the officer be considered incapacitated lor active
service, and the ('resident approve such judgment, said
ollicer shall thereupon be placed upon the list ol retired
officers according to the previous section of this act.

Sac. 3 And bt it further tnartrd, That the President, in
his discretion, may dnect any officer, who shall have served
forty years in the military or naval service of the Untied
States, to be placed on the list of retired officers at alore-
said

Mr. HALE. 1 raiher hope :hat this bill will not he
forced to a passage this morning. My recollection dries
not agree with that of ibe honorable senator from Illi¬
nois, if he thinks we hare ever passed a bill ol that kind
in the Senate since I have heen a member. I will not
say that it is not so; but it lias not to my recollection.
1 have hail my attention particularly turned lo thin lull,
and 1 will slate the case which I have had in view. I
happen to know a young man in the navy who will be
seriousiy affected by thi* bill. He is a young man who
lost his sight in consequence of In* gallant aud meritori¬
ous conduct. I think u|K>n the coast of Cuba.in reliev¬
ing some British sailor*. His conduct was so meritorious
that, as I have been informed, although 1 have not my¬
self seen the statement of il in the teport ot the proceed-
iiigs, that it was alluded to in Ihe House of Commons a*
a highly meritorious act, which entitled the young man
rendering ihe services to some maik of approbation from
ihe government of Great Britain. But it was suggested
that such a mark would probably come more properly
from his own government, and the matter was post¬
poned. At that lime be was a young man of twenty or

twenty-five, and from lhat day to this he has been in-
rurahly hlir.d He is now, I tbtnk, less than lorly year*
of age I should be exceedingly unwilling lhat the gov¬
ernment, in furnishing a retired list, should consign an
officer of the American navy, under such circumstance*,
to such a condition. One of the members of tbe Naval
Committee think* I am always opposed to the navy, but
I believe that I am the only consistent friend it ha* upon
tin* floor. I should be exceedingly sorry to see a naval
officer, who has incurred such a dreadful calamity as that
in rendering highly meritorious services, packed away
like a sick or lame boree that could not be used any
longer.
There is another case in the army.a case which must

be familiar to every member of the Senate.the case of
Major Searle You know what hi* situation was. He
was rendered entirely helpless by a ball in Ihe spine, du-
ring the Florida campaign. There was an attempt to
overslaugh him on that account, but it did not meei the
approbation of the Senate. In making a retired list.[
d'> not wanf to interfere, war i* not my vocation.but in

making a retired li*t.and I wish it could be made very
Urge.1 do pray and hO|ie lhal cases like tho«e to whicli
have referred may receive the consideration of the

rowr ttlee. and lhal they may not be subjected to what
it seems lo ine they will be subjected if this hill pastes.
If it were not for such cases a* these, 1 should not care
if you nsaed a hill to retire the whole of them. I will
not And fault; but I do ask ihe Senate to allow the bill
as amended to be laid upon the table and printed, ft can
be taken up at a future day; and if such rases as these
can be taken care of, I hare not a word to inter|>ose. But I
do hope that those who are suffering the severe*! evils
which afflict humanity, and suffering in consequence of
their gallantry ami noble bearing, may not be placed in a

worse situation than those who have avoided such diffi¬
culties by avoiding the peril*.

Mr. TOUCHY. I wish to say a word upon this gen¬
eral subject. 1 look upon a measure of this kind a« really
a measure of reform, because leaving men disabled by
age or infirmity in the army and the navy upon full pay
is an evil which, in aome mode, should be remedied I
know of no belter remedy, according to the .ystem thai
now exists, and according to existing laws, than to allow
that class of men lo withdraw from active service n|»oii
half pay ( hat I understand to be the proposition of the

senator from Illinois. I look upon it, therefore, at sub¬
stantially a system ol relonu. it may tie misrepresented;
it may be perverted; but it is essentially and in uself a

system ol relorin, by which you allow those who have
spent their best days in the servicD of the country, in¬
stead of being cast off, to retain their rank and their imi

¦ition, and to retire upon dispensing with one-half of
their pay It is in thai view of it that I shall give my
cordial suppon to this lull. The particular details of the
bill have not fallen under my observation, but I desired
to .-ay this upon lh<- ti-nei.il subject
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise for the purpose of making

an inquiry of-the honorable chairman of the Military
CoinmiUee.in regard to the principles of thin bill. There
are some officers who have lost, an erui others have lost
a leg | some labor Under One disability and sciitlO under
another. Some of ttiose officers thus situated in the army
are now in the performance ol active duties, so f,u a-

tliey are able to perform them 1 want to ascertain what
will be the operation of this bill in regard to them. Will
it have the effect, uguinst the will of the officer, to ex¬
clude him from the service, and to nut others over their
heads/ Tor instance, I will cilc ille cafle of Colonel
Lonrig, who has lost an unn. Willi one arm, Colonel
Loring can be an efficient field officer and perhaps per¬
form all the duties which would devolve upon him if lie
were promoted to the rank of ageneral, although thus dis¬
abled of one arm. I should regard it as a great misfor¬
tune to Colonel Loring, who ha* thus honorably been (ii--
ahled in the service, to be precluded from all luture pro¬
motion, and to be compelled to retire upon the pay of a

retired otlnicr, and thus to be cut oil from his condition to
receive iurlber-advancement, on account ol liis glorious
wounds.
There is another class.and I have a friend in my

inittd in that situation which induces me to make the re¬

mark.there is a class of captains and inferior giades
who, if they could he promoted so that they could be
upon horses, might perform duty in almost any capacity ;
but if they are required to go on 'oot they will have to
retire, under the operation of this bill, upon the pittance
allowed them, and have all prospect of future elevation
and promotion cut ofl Now, sir, to all officers in ttie
army situated in that way this bill is a death-blow >

They would almost prefer the sacrifice of their lives to the
passage ol tins bill, if it is to place them in that posi¬
tion.it all hope ol ever elevating themselves beyond the
position they now occupy is taken from them, and it
they are left with one leg, or with maimed or crippled
legs, although riot amputated, in such a condition that
they cannot walk, without hope of promotion, i throw
out these suggestions, ami ask my friend to explain the
operation of thin bill Upon these cases, if lie pleases.

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable senator from Connec
licut [Mr. Toucer] has characterized this bill properly.
This is essentially a measure of reform. 1 may be per¬
mitted to state that I did not intend to say a word upon
this bill, because I did not believe it would provoke dis¬
cussion. But in my humble judgment, unless some such
measure as this is passed, you can neither render your
army nor your navy efficient. There are several other
bills to lollow, but this is the foundation ; and without
this bill we can render none of the other bills effective. It
provides first that officers wholly disabled to perform the
duties of their office on account of wounds received in
the service, on account of age, or on account of disease,
shall he retired, under certain circumstances. One case
is when they shall ask or request to be so retired. No
injustice can be done to a man who is retired, because he
asks and requests it. Another case is, when an officer
called upon to perform a duty pertaining to his office shall
declare himselt to be incompetent, either from wounds,
disease, or age. The third case is wnen, from wounds,
disease, or age, the I'reRident of the United States may
judge an officer to be incompetent; When he is to submit
the question to a board of officers consisting of not less
than three or more than five. These are the particular
cases provided for.
The cases, therefore, mentioned by the senator from

New Hampshire will not be affected by this bill, unless
those officers themselves ask to retire, or unless they de
clare themselves unable to perform duties pertaining to
their office,or are so declared; in which case It becomes
the duty of the President to submit that matter to the
board thus provided. The cases mentioned by the sen¬
ator from Kentucky would not be touched by the bill at
all Those gentlemen are in the service, 1 believe. They
are active and efficient officers. Although they have sul-
tered from wounds, they are excellent officers, and con¬
tinue in the discharge of their duty. This bill passed the
Senate two yearn ago. 'l was brought in by my prede-
cessor upon the Military Committee, ami was lost in the
House tor want of tune. I then thought it my duty to
bring it in at this time anil have only added, at the re¬

quest of various officers, the navy, in order to put thein
upon the i>ame footing with the ariny. 1 think that is
correct. I will add that, as the navy and the army are
now constituted, unless those officers are retired who are

totally disabled Iro.n performing any portion ot their du¬
ties, >ou can never make either arm of the public ser¬
vice efficient. That is the experience of every other
army and navy in the world. In fact, sir, this is a bill
providing for the pubeistence of these poor disabled offi¬
cers during their lives, instead of doing as we should
otherwise be finally compelled to do.turning them out
of the service, ridding the service of them. The bill pro¬
vides a refuge, a support, a living, to those men who have
been irrecoverably and irremediably injured in the ser¬
vice so as to be no longer able to peifonn service 1
think no man can object to a bill of that kind.
Mr CASS. I believe this is one of the best bills we

have had before us at this session. It has been before
us three or four yeais And so far as I understand the
feeling of officers of the army, they are altogether in
favor of it. It may lie that it will work some personal
injustice.1 do not know how precisely, for I do not see
how it can.but that is to be expected from any bill which
we can |<ass. If 1 recollect the bill, it is so well guarded
that 1 do not see how it is |>os*ible that it should lead to
injustice.
Mr. SHIELDS, (in his seat.) It is impossible, unless

the President proposes an act ol injustice.
Mr. CASS That was my impression There must

be also a board of officers to decide upon all these cases.
We can leave the officer* in no safer hands than their
own. The President cannot judge of the degree of dis¬
ability. It must be inquired into by a board of officers.
fellow-officers, with the same interests and the same feel¬
ings There is no military service upon the face of the
globe where there is not such a law. If you do not have
it, in the course of time you have an army of superan¬
nuated men, utterly incompetent to do business. In other
countries they are net aside upon what is called half-pay
for life In all other countries the government has the
arbitrary power, and can cut them on when they please
Hut here the othcer remains, even if he is utterly incapa¬
ble of |ierfoririiiig his duty, and he is not excluded Now
the government is willing to give hun about half of what
he receives for full services, but cannot do it. He stands
in the way not of one man or of n dozes, but this goes
down progressively from him to all below him. They
are all doing service which the lew does not require them
to do, on account of his incapacity It is a misfortune,
to be sure.one of the misfortunes incident to life ; but
the service of the country must not sufTer by it; and
nothing will sav»» the country, in my opinion, but such
a bill as this. You cannot go on as you have done, and
you cannot now overslaugli them and turn them out,
either from the military service or the navy. The service
could not tolerate it in the event ot a war. And in that
case it will be found that the executive and the Senate
will overslaugh them. 1 do not see how it can be pre¬
vented You cannot send men through the country, ex¬

ecuting the dutiv* of others, leaving those others with full
compensation. It is belter for them to retire.betler for
themselves and better for the service. I think I am au¬
thorized lo say that the army is in favor of this hill. It
has been drawn by one of the best friends of the army in
the Senate, and one of our most able senators I do not
recollect a word of the bill which is not perfectly satisfac
tory; and I Irust it will be passed without opposition.

Mr. HALE My desire was that the bill should ba
printed. Every word of it was introduced this morning.
I disclaim entering into the details of the army and navy.
I know nothing at all about them generally, and I leave
them to the appropriate committees to which they belong
My desire is simply to guard the Senate and the country
against doing injustice. It is suggested that a man can¬
not be put out of the reception of his |>ay and emolu¬
ments unless he declares himself disqualified. Take the
case I have already mentioned, and which is familiar to
the Senate.the case of Major Searle. He is utterly inca¬

pacitated. He has lost the use of his limbs. \ et the
Senate of the United States hsve refused to allow him
to he overslaughed. Su|qs>se that Major Searle is order¬
ed to perform some military duty. He declares himself in¬

capacitated, as he must declare himself Then, according
to the hill, there is to be a hoard of officers to see if that
is so. Of course, they find it so. And then, nnable to use
his own limbs, and perhaps just able to live upon the pay
he gets, and to hire a servant, he is to be put aside as use¬
less lumber upon half-|*»y. The Senate refused to eee
him overslaughed, and hi* right of promotion, cut ot! on
account of disabilities received in the service of the coun¬

try
I say that* bill which werks injustice is an unjust bill.

I will take another cue.the cane of tbe individual to

whom I rrfenej in the navy. A young man, twenty or
twenty-live years ol mje, enter# the service with nil the
ambition and all the spun that belong to n young man
)uat entering lile, anil loses his eyesight in the merito¬
rious service of the country. His pay to about enough to
support bini econoinically But by this bill you subjecthim to a situation in winch that i« reduced one half
I'hus, sir, you make bravery a crime You put a pre¬mium upou cow.iidice and skulking. Yon virtually »*y
to your otfjoeis, When you are aent to light a battlft, lake
care that jou do not get wounded ; take care not to lone
your arm; take care not to nut yourself in a nitnation
where you may be disable.!, because, the very moment
ttiat your bravery leads you into such a peril, that mo¬
ment your country put# you by, like a disabled animal,
no longer fit for uf-e I say, sir, that a bill which doe*
that is, In iny hnibble apprehension, an unjust bill, and
ought not to pass. No motives of convenience, to tny
mind, can justify »uch a bill ax that 1 think that the
bill ought to lie laid over and printed. Nobody can pre¬
tend that by that c lurse any injustice would be done.
move, sir, that the further consideration of the bill be
postponed until to-morrow, and that the bill be printed.
Mr. CASs. 1 Want to say but one word more, and it is

this: The honorable senator speaks of the injustice of
ttie operation ol the bill, because it only gives to officer*
one-half what they now receive. Why, sir, if a man
loses both bin arms in a battle, he get* a pension ; and
what is it I The pension which he recieves is one-half
ol his pay

Mi. IIALK, (in fiis *eat ) 'I'hey don't turn him out.
Mr. CASS. No, tb«y do not; but he goes out, and

whatdittaiMvce does it make to him whether be goes out

by the repeal of the law, or in any other way, if he is out ?
I speak of the operation of the system It a man loses
both bis arms he can receive but half pay We propose
to give these officers just about full pay.th:it is, the pay
proper, added to the absolute pay received under the laws
of the United Slates The pay proper, 1 think, is one-
half. At that rtte this is double the compensation given
under jour pension laws, if it is right in canes of dis¬
ability which come under the pension laws, what injus¬
tice is there in this case ? I repeat that this subjt ct has
been belote us lor years, and has been fully considered.
Th< bill has patseri the Senate repeatedlv. There are no
new facts, and no new questions which nave arisen ; and
I hope it will pass.
Mr. SHIELDS. 1 do not want to take up the time of

the Senate tn debating the matter. If they are dispossd to
pass the bill, they will; and if not, it will fail. But f am
astonished at one thing. !t is that the senator from New
Hampshire, who stems to have taken occasion hereto¬
fore to assail the navy, should now oppose this measure,
which is intended to relorm both the army and the navy
I have agreed with him, and 1 agree with others, that
both branches of the service require reformation. And I
also stale that there is a weight of incapacity und super¬
annuated imbecility weighing down both branches.the
army and the navy.and the bureaus too ; and it is for the
benefit of the nation and for the beneut ot the service
that these luen be turned out ol the army. There are
drones in the army, drones in the navy, drones in the na¬
tion ; hut it would be cruel to turn them out, and thus
render your army and navy efficient, if they h ive become
superannuated in the service, or disabled, or wounded in
the service, without making provision for them. No just
or generous nation Cduld do that. 1 think, sir, that I
should be one of the last men to dd injustice In a man
wounded in the army, or to a man who has suffered in
the army. It is my very purpose to make provision for
these men.)>erinanent provision.to give them support
and an honorable support through life But it seems to
me that it is impossible to proceed with any measure of re
form in the army, in the navy, or in any branch of the pub¬
lic service, without removing Ironi that servicc men whom
we all know are incompetent to perform the discharge of
the duties incumbent upon the position they hold in the
army and the navy. Sir, upon our frontier, bordering
upou Mexico, are men commanding regiment* who are

captains in those regiments. The colonel is at home, un¬
able to leave Washington, receiving the pay and emolu¬
ments of his position. Thus the men killed at the head
of regiments were oft^n captains.the colonel being at
home, not liom any default, but because unable to be
present; anil no President will turn out a man who has
become old, superannuated, or broken down in the ser¬
vice without giving him some compensation, some mode
by which he can live. Our laws have never given them
such a mode, and 1 take it for granted they never will, if
the honorable senator from New Hampshire has hie way.
1 have done my duty. 1 am opi*o«ed to the postponement.
I want the auestion decided one way or the other.

Mr. DOWNS. I hope this bill will be passed now.
It seems to me that no objection is made to its purpose.
1 have no doubt that it has been very carefully prepared
by the committee, and 1 think we ought to truct some¬
what to their discretion in preparing it. It is not proba-
able that a measure ol this kind can be perfected at once
but this is the commencement of what we all feel to be de¬
sirable. 1 think we canuot do better than pass the bill.
The senator from New Hampshire seem* to oppose the

bill on the ground that injustice may be done lo the class
of officers who will go on the retired list. He seems to
forget altogether another class of officers who are inter-
ested in the matier, and the country also. 1 allude to that
class who perform the duties of the superannuated or dis¬
abled otficeis. The senator's objection to the hill seems
to be, that by it we may not treat with sufficient kindness
and liberality those officer* who may have rendered meri¬
torious services I do not think the country can be ac¬
cused of ingratitude. 1 do not think that, by the provis¬
ions of the bill, there is any danger of injustice being
done to such officers; and if it should operate unjustly upon
any of them, i have no doubt that future legislation will
provide for such cases. On the other hanu, there is a

harJship which ought to be prevented There are offi¬
cers who, in a subordinate capacity, have been compelled
for years and years to |>erform duties appertaining to a

higher grade. In the Mexican war there was scarcely
a regiment in the field ever commanded by the officer
highest in rank, for they were commanded by captains,
majors, and other inferior officers, who performed all the
duties I would go as far as any man to be perfectly
liberal and I am sure the nation and the government
always will be liberal to those who have performed mer¬

itorious services; hut I am unwilling, at the same lime,
that injustice should be done to those who do the actual
service. I have never heard an objection seriously urged
against the measure, here or elsewhere. If we delay act¬

ing upon it, it may defeat it in the other House ; for
this is a short session. I hope we will not do so by dif¬
ferences on minor matters, and imperfections which may
be in it I hope, therefore, the hill will pass.
Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. president, I am disposed to

favor a bill of this character, believing thai, when prop-
perly considered, it may result in public good. But 1
would like to call the attention of the honorable chair¬
man of the Committee on Military Affairs to the objec¬
tion* that have been made by the senator from New
Hampshire, ami inquire whether thvy might not be ob¬
viated by making a distinction in the compensation that
should be received in the ca»e* of those who have in¬

curred disability in the performance of gallant service
in the line of their duty !
Mr SHIELDS. I will make a statement which ought,

I think, to satisfy the senator from New Hampshire
and my ftiend from Maine. The President can now
turn out any officer of the army. He ha* the power to
do it, but lie will not do it unless there is some pro¬
vision made for them. And again: this bill cannot turn
one man out of the ariny, unless with the approval of the
President.
Mr BRADBURY. The point to which I was about

to direct attention was this: That there ou^ht to be a

distinction between the ca»e* were the disability arises

in the discharge of gallant service in the line ol the offi¬
cer's duty, slid those cases where the disability arise*

during inactivity, or without the exhibition ol any supe
rior gallantry. There may he cases where an officer is

totally unable to i<erform hisduty.and this is the point.
and yet he may be entitled to something more than half
pay An officer may receive a wound, or be deprived of
his sight, in the discharge ot his duly. In a case ol that
kind 1 would discriminate, and authorize the President
to bestow lull pay on such an officer. He miy lose hi«
limbs ; he tnay be unable to clothe or feed himself, and
being unable to perforin his duties.having received the
wound in the performance of hisdut).I think he ought
to receive enough to support him It is, therefore, with
the view of examining considerations of this kind that
I would express the wish that tbe hill should he laid over

and printed It can be taken up again to-morrow morn¬

ing ; and 1 shall be disposed to vote for a hill, which,
after having had an opportunity to examine it, I may
think will meet the cases which this bill is designed to
meet.

Mr. SUMNER, (have no desire to say anything on
the general question ; but I must make the request of
tny friend from Illinois that he should consent to the post¬
ponement of this bill, that we may all enjoy the advan¬
tage which he himself ha* had No one who knows
that senator can suppose that he in any way would be a

party to a bill which had in it any element of injiislire
It ha* been said that thi* bill is unjust in some ol its pro¬
visions I wish that we may all have an opportunity to
read if, 10 know whaf its provisions are, to see whether
it is unjust and as the aanator from Illinois lias the ad-

vantage of (18 nil.lie having read it, and nunc o1 ua hav¬
ing done hi, but only listened to it while it was read bythe Secretary.1 hope it will be puat|K>ned and prim¬ed. so that w« iiihj he utile to act upon it intelligentlyMr SHIKLlJS The only reason why I wa» anxioui
to pais this bill thia morning was in order that it mighthave an opportunity to be acted upon in the other Home
during this session It bus (ailed to pass through ilie
other House before for want of nine, and I aw afraid if
it is not acted upon now it will fail again.

Several Ssnatohs We can take it up to-morrow
Mr SHIELDS I will conseut that it be post|>oiied

until to-morrow, with a view to have it printed.
Mr HOULANL). I hope that it will not be post|>oned,but that it will be acted upon now. It is a subject which

has been before us several times within the last three oi
four years. I did think that if any subject had been
fully considered, both by the Senate and the country,
this was the question above all others. The objection
made by certain senators seems to be that it does not pro¬
vide well enough lor the officers of the army. I have
ken some pains to ascertain the opinions of many ofti

ci r» of the army on this subject. I was on the commit¬
tee, and ain still on the committee, which reported the
bill. We have taken pains to ascertain the views o( the
ollicer* of tfie army, and it there has been any one who has
expressed any objection to it, I am ignorant of the fact
Tho-e who have given their views in favor ol it are as
well qualified to give an opinion a* any persons can be
As the hill has been no long before the Senate and the
country. I hope we may have immediate action U|K>nit.
Mr. CHASK. 1 hope the acquiescence of my friend

from Illinois in the suggestion with regard to the post¬
ponement of this question will immM witk iba concurrence
of the Senate. 1 trust that it will be t>o»lwoned, simplybecause 1 desire that the business of the Senate may be
intelligently conducted. The amendment which is now
under consideration was introduced this morning for the
first time as a substitute for a bill which has been long
upon our tables. Comparing th.it substitute in manu¬

script, as read at the desk of the Secretary, with the print
ed bill, I find there are some very essential differences,
and these differences ought to receive a careful con¬
sideration, ut least as careful a consideration as can be
procured by having the bill printed and laid on our ta¬
bles, to be taken up to-morrow. My friend from Ai-
kansas [Mr. H<>ri.and] is a member of the Military Com¬
mittee, in whose judgment and discretion I have very
great confidence, and generally 1 find myself concurring
with him in my vote. Hut he should recollect that while
lie and the other members of bis committee have had an
opportunity to see this before, though in writing, other
gentlemen have not had the privilege of seeing it at all.
I hope, therefore, it will be postponed.
Mr. BOitLAND. I hope thai, as the chairman and

olher members of the Military Committee acquiesce in
the postponement, there will be a general understanding
that it shal be taken up and acted upon to morrow.

Several Senators. Certainly.
Mr. STOCKTON. I have no objection to the postpone¬

ment of this bill till to-morrow; nay, I desire that it
may be postponed to a still more remote period. I do
not rise, however, to discuatt that question, but simply to
ask the chairman of the Military Committee if he is not
willing to leave the business of the navy in the Senate to
the Naval Committee, and whether he will not be kind
enough, in the generosity of his temper, to believe that
the Naval Committee will use their best exertions in be-
hajf of the navy, and whether he will not consent to
a'rike out of the bill the words ¦' the navy, and to the
marine corp* i"

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 am perfectly willing; to refer the
whole matter to the Naval Committee, and they will do
nie a very ureal favor if they will take it upon their
shoulders. The Committee on Military Atlairs have in¬
cluded the navy in this bill, because, on a former occa
sion, the Committee on Naval Affairs felt it rather hard
because we introduced a bill for the army and di.1 not
include the navy. And another reason for including both
in one bill was that they might be precisely upon the
same footing; because, if one bill is brought in for the
army, and another for the navy, they might differ in prin¬
ciple and in detail But I will consent, if the senator
wishes it, to reler the whole subject to the Naval Com¬
mittee, and let them investigate it
Mr STOCKTON. The honorable senator would then

commit a greater error than 1 think he ha* committed
now, because he would refer to the Committee on Naval
Affairs an important subject, of which they know little or

nothing in comparison with the experience and knowl¬
edge which his own gallant services have afforded him.
He is well.no one is better.acquainted with the
wants of the army, and no one can or will do it
more justice. I have no doubt he is equally dis¬
used to do justice to the navy; but certainly there is
a difference between the wants of the army and
the navy of the United Slates in the many particulars,
and perhaps in none more so than in the matters
of efficiency and discipline. Sir, that the navy of the
United Stales requires some reform in several particulars
1 think there are but few who doubt; but this bill cannot
secure the reforms adverted to, some of which 1 will
mention at the risk of being tedious. It contains but
little power that is not already vested by law in the exec¬
utive detriment of the government The President of
the United States and the Secretary of the Navy can now

put any officer on furlough who cannot iierfortn his duty ;
and why do they not perform thai duly !.unpleasant
duty, I grant. VVhy is it that senators ask us to stand
between the executive government aud the people in re¬

gard to their proper responsibilities and duties? The law,
sir, has already given them |iower to clear away all this
rubbish of which the honorable chairman of the Com¬
mittee on Military Affairs speaks. Such persons as he
speaks of have no business in the navy. They ought to
have been furloughed long ago. The channel should have
been opened before this, and in a different way. The
best officers of the navy should have been called up to
the performance of the highest duties of the profession,
without regard to their rank. The reason they have not
been no called is to be found in the imbecility of the gov¬
ernment If they have not the power to do it now, let
thein take the responsibility and ask it.

Bat, sir, il it n necessary for the Senate now to inter¬
fere, lei us bave a well-considered system. Let us begin
and make a thorough reform But is it wise to do this
now.to do this on the eve of the ouigoing of an adminis¬
tration ? The Committee on Naval Affairs, I believe, for
twelve months, have thought of nothing more earnestly
and anxiously than naval reform, and they design to

submit, some of these days, to the Senate their views of
that refoibi But some of thein wish to begin at the
Navy Department.

Sir, all the members of that committee cherish a re

garil.a patriotic love, for the navy. They cherish those
feelings for it not only on account of the remembrances
of the past, but the anticipations of the future. They re¬

member that this nation is indebted to the navy more
than to the army, or to all the other defensive Institu¬
tions of the country, for its present lofty and prosperous
p in'i Mi That I say without fear of contradiction. Sir,
when 111111hy pervaded tiis country, when the dark
cloud of misfortune wan hovering over you, when de-
teat followed defeat in your army, whose shonts of tri¬
umph reanimated and reinvigorated the patriot's heart ?
It was your gallant navy. And yet, air, the honorable
senaior Irosn New Hampshire [Mr. H*i.a]only on yester¬
day complained of the expense* of the navy. Sir, the
expense* of our navy are nothing in comparison with its
importance, its usefulness They never have been One
battle.the battle of the Constitution and the Ouerriere.
was worth more to this nation than all the treasure
that has ever been expanded upon the nary. Remem¬
ber, that at the time of which I speak the British navy
and invincibility were, in the minds of most of our coun¬

trymen, one and the same thing, and remember, also,
that your executive quailed efore the terrors of that
invincibility. Your ships were ordered to be laid up,
and your coast and mercantile marine abandoned to the
enemy.

It was an officer of the navy (Hull) who, against au

thority, without orders, in opposition to the will of the
government, went to sea, and with his noble ship and
gallant crew achieved for you that victory which aston¬
ished the world and electrified our own government and
people, and from it* moral effect was worth, as I have
said, all the money you have ever expended u(K>n
the navy. The iui|>ortance, the effect, the value of that
fight ol Hull's it is impossible to measure or to explain
In fifteen minutes the trident of Neptune was wrested
from the grasp of that heretofore invincible nary At that
time, sir, the idea of British invincibility wad so com¬

mon, hardly a man out of the navy perhaps who did not
believe that one Briiish frigate could lake two or three
American frigates. Now, sir, in this state of public feel
inc.with such odds against them.let me call up here
before the Senate some reminiscences of the past Let
me state one fact, if no moie, tofchow the obligation you
are under, not only to the ship but to the offirer, and to
illustrate the cause of this victory to have been Hie supe¬
riority of your men. You have as good materials now,
tint they must keep up with the progress, the improve¬
ment of the age in which they lire.
" S»<> the bold Coaotitutlon the Gusriiere o'ertakiax.
While thn sea from her fury divides "

See, likewise, that haughty invincible British frigate

lyng to ItewirJ uuder ea*y iui|>aiirully waiting the
encounter. Nee tier new, elated with the remembrances
ot a hundred bailies, hi the hope, the joy, the «X|>ecia
lion of an r.iu) conquest, Hem their shouts of anticipa¬
ted triumph, only checked by tbe certainty of too easy *

victory. Now, air, look to your own Constitution. See
her bearing down Ik that liigate.that invincible fngate
with Saint George's impel iou« and arrogant ensign All
is silent; no huriyiui! to or fro ; no contusion ; all ready
to iinlii and to die lor thru country. Again, sir, on board
the British ship all is bustle, and hurry, and exultation
of anticipated victory. All is still and silent as death oil
board the Constitution. They could not hope for au easyvictory , but there ihey were. I siieak not merely of their
courage, hut of ilieir devotion to their country and to their
ft"*.' ''""Y 'eaolved to do or die. They bore down on tbe
British frigate without a whisper being heard on her peo¬pled deck

rhey had heard of raking fire*; ihey well knew their
destructive etlect. 1 liey tiad heard of the memorable
tactics of the lltiiish navy, and soon perceived that the cap-
tain ot the British frigate wun nut to tie satisfied with sim¬
ply taking them, but he would do it in the most approvedmanner. Ste.uiily M ill goes down, nothing daunted.
I'lie British frigate tires a raking broadside, and then
wore round and tired another. Steadily Hull keeps his
course. By and by the lirst lieutenant ot the Constitution
asked Captain Hull if he should return tbe tire. Hull
inquired, "Have you lost any men t" " No, sir " "Wait
awhile," «ai«l Hull. Steadily lie keeps his course until
he g>-ts within pistol shot, and (hen rounding to, as if
for a salute, with one broadside Ruined the victory.
Now, sir, some of these, pertiaps, are amongst the

men ihat you propose by this hill, unceremoniously, if
yott pleane, by the will of tbe President to put upon a re-
tire'l fist, aiW wftffflta* you wymW. yirtmpi* pel iibm
the men -vho ran Iroin tbe deleuce of tbe frigate Chesa¬
peake Would you, sir, put men who, when the Eng¬lish hoarded their ship, ran below, on the same list with
thegallaut victors ol ihe Constitution? Is that just f
Therefore I hay, that the chairman of the Military Com¬
mittee has, in my judgment, not well considered this bill
so far as it regards the navy. If we are to have a re¬
tire! list, we should have two lists. We should have one
which would be for such men as Hull, and such men as

Morgan.ihe gentleman who was before the Nenateyee-
terday on indictment liy the senator from New Hamp¬
shire. He is one of the most gallant men f ever knew,
and when the Constitution got foul of the Guerriere, be
went up into the mizen rigging, and having looked down,
sung out to his shipmates, " they have alt run away from
itieir guns.let us hoard !" And this be did amidst
showers of shot that fell around him. That was the of¬
ficer who was arraigned here yesterday.

Sir, 1 ask tl|e honorable chairman ot the Committee on

Military Affairs to allow the Committee on Naval Allaire,
who perhaps have redacted on this subject as much an

any other members of this body, to take care of the in¬
terests of the navy for the present.let them have fur¬
ther trial.

nut 1 mast in canuor say, that that committee, 1 be'itve,
are not ready to report on so important a matter a< '!ie
reorganization of the navy. The navy haa not only tieen
important, but with these war resolutions and these war

speeches dinging in our ears day after day, I consider it
more important at this time than it ever has been, ft is
now.f will undertake to say, good for nothing for the
purposes of war; and J would rather make a motion now
to abolish the navy of the United States than undertake
to mend and patcli it up by piece-meal. Let us go at it in
good earnest and see what we can do for it. It has hap¬
pened with the navy that since its first establishment
there has never been any overhauling of its " personnel."
The army has been pruned and culled two or three times,
but the navy has never been intertered with in that way.
The government has always acted on the presumption
that a boy, who entered the navy when he was twelve
years of age, was capable of commanding a ship and
wearing the epaulets of a captain whenever he was pro¬
moted in turn to that rank. Apply that rule to the pur¬
suits of the world generally : take any hundred men who
promised well in their youth, and how many of them will
>ou iiud who have realized the fond expectations of
friends when tbey arrived at the age of manhood f
The thing speaks for itoell. The navy needs reform¬

ing, not only because it never has been reformed, but
because most ol those persons who could get an appoint¬
ment in the navy when boy# are there now. The conse¬
quence of this system is, all the old officers who are in
the service must continue to till the moat important
placus, fit or unfit. They are of high character, and have
rendered the country great services, and should be hon¬
ored, but not employed where younger men would do
better. They do not belong to the school of progress;
they may be old men who have not thought it neceasary
to keep up wnh the constant progress of naval affairs in
the world. They may be men of high honor, of great
courage, of exalted woith, men who maintained the
honor and glory of the country in the battle and the
breeze. But, sir, old age has come; they must retire,but
it should be an honorable retirement. The ardor, the fire
of youth is gone ; they have not the fame Hung to excite
them to exertion as younger men who are in the merid¬
ian of life, and who by the present system are kept en¬
tirely without employment such as their talents demand,
until they in like manner are borne down with years.

Sir, I hold that this government has nothing to do with
commiseration or pity in this matter of reorganizing the
navy. We are bound to do justice to the country as well
as to the officers. I hold that the nation is entitled to the
services, and the best services, of its best men in its em¬
ploy; and I say that in the establishment of any system
which precludes the employment of the best men in any
branch of the service is radically wrong, and it ought to
be changed; 1 care not by what process it comes. No
appeal cau be made to my sympathies or feelings. I am
willing to pay money to these officers, if that is all that is
required ; but I am not willing that they should be in the
way of others, and thus to balance the account with their
country by doing as much harm as good. The Executive
has, as I have before observed, the power to correct most
of the evils complained of; but he will not do it if the
present system is continued. 1 shall take some proper
occasion to recommend an entirely new organization of
the Navy.Department. You generally have a Secretary
of the Navy who knows nothing in the world about na¬
val matters. He is brought here from his profession, and
has to depend upon others for all the information he gela,
and those others in nowise responsible for their advice.
His word is the law. If a squadron is to be fitted out.be.
under the direction of the President, orders the ships and
their officers without knowing anything about them.

Sir, this one-man power will not do in auch an estab¬
lishment I think that there is no living man that has
the intellectual or physical power to perform the datiea
of the Navy Department as they ought to he performed in
justice to the country. Mr. President, I look to the navy
as the bulwark of our honor if uot safety; and I tell you,
sir, that all your famous schemes in reference to Cuba
will vanish like mist before the wind, and gentlemen
will regret the war-like speeches which they have made,
if you do not look to your navy in tiir.a. Look at the
threatening aspect of France and England. It haa amazed
me that we are so indifferent about the only means you
have to defsnd your honor. Suppose Europe should com¬
bine against you, as they would have done long ago if
there had been a monarch there worth the gold in his
crown. Every one of your ports would have been block¬
aded. They would have forbidden you to go on the
ocean. They would have declared that, as you had as¬

sumed this continent to be your own, you should 1mve
the ocean to them. In such s esse, how would you have
fared twenty-five years ago .' It is very easy to bully and
boast; but I know the etfec.t of a 3'J-pound shot at aea
at any rate, ami I know that a man's heart cannot save
his head in such a esse. Let me assure senators, while
I am discoursing upon this subject, that I am speaking
to the most important subject that can now occupy the
attention of American statesmen.

Mr. President, I re(>eat that the Secretary of the Navy
should have responsible advisers, and that in all the da-
tails he should have his vote, and that is all. He is a
cabinet minister The President has the power of aDpoint-
mg him. I would have it so. He msy know all about
those duties; but I would have him instructed in all
those branches in which he is deficient.not by caa-
nal itinerant teachers, but by known, responsible in¬
structors Sir, I would have a hoard established. I
would hsve that board composed of the heads of all
the bureaus I would have them meet at a given hour
every day. 1 would have, the Secretary of the Navy m:

njfkio preeident of the board; and the modus optran&i
would be this: When the President and Congress want¬

ed a fleet to go to the We«t Indies, or to the Kast Indies, or

anywhere else, the order would be presented to the bosrt .

the ships snd the officers would be selected by t em, t

so through ths instrumentality of thisi bosrd t ego -

ment anJ people would hsve the benefit. as.fray ought to

hsve. of the best experience and the best k

navy upon er*ry K»*«n *

Th*at
you have several irresponsible bureau- The officer at

the head of tha ordnance bareas msv know more ahout
construction, yet he has nothing tosay about it; he to

look to the gun-and to nothing else The officer who
haa charge of the c instruction may know more about
ordnance vet he has nothing to say about the ord
nance Now, I say that the whole power of these


